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Lastly,  at Shrewsbury the wardens were  assisted by a
councill.
(v.) Con- The by-laws of the craft gild were binding on its members,
and some &^s possessed a court in which to enforce their
ordinances 2. We rarely meet with cases of friction between
a craftsman and his gild. At York a shearman rebelled
against the searchers, the affair was brought before the
mayor, and the authority of the gild was vindicated3. On
another occasion a York mercer refused to produce his
weights for examination at the bidding of the searchers.
He was charged before the mayor with the offence and
pleaded not guilty. Twelve jurymen were elected to try the
case and found the defendant guilty. The mayor, sheriffs
and aldermen then imposed a fine of ten pounds to be paid
ad opus communitatis civitatis. The mercer paid 135. 4d.,
and the rest of the fine was remitted unless he transgressed
again4. The Tailors of Exeter placed in the stocks members
who neglected their duties 5; and the London Carpenters
inflicted fines or even imprisonment for disobedience to their
regulations and for disorderly conduct6. But the crafts
must often have found it difficult to coerce recalcitrant
members, and their weakness served to increase their
dependence upon the municipal body. Among the London
Drapers, when a gildsman refused to ' obey the rule and
correction' of the wardens, he was brought before the
magistrates as a rebel7. Again the Weavers of Beverley
ordered that, if a master owed wages to a journeyman and
the alderman of the craft could not make him pay, complaint
was to be made to the keepers of the town who could enforce
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743. 792 (1540, 1549). (iv.) Bristol: Fox, Merchant Taylors of Bristol, 43
(1560); Little Red Book of Bristol, ii. 10 (Fullers, 1346). (v.) Shrewsbury:
Hibbert, Influence of English Gilds, 41 (1478).
3  Infra, p. 384.
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